ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR ARMENIAN CHURCH
6700 W. Diversey Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60707
Phone:  (773) 637-1711
Fax:      (773) 637-5592
www.stgregorychicago.org
Worship Hours
            Morning Service – 10:00 a.m.
                                                  Divine Liturgy  – 10:30 a.m.
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          Sunday of the Prodigal Son

        MARCH 8, 2009



            Guest Celebrant

         Rev. Fr. Mesrob Kaprelian

         Diocese of Bagdad, IRAQ

         Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian

        Pastor

We bring attention to our parishioners that it is most inappropriate to enter the 


 Sanctuary during:
· Reading of the Lections until the Creed is recited   
· During Confession and Communion
· During the Sermon

Please, wait in the vestibule until such time when it is proper to enter the Sanctuary.
Welcome to Parishioners and Friends
With joy we welcome your presence as we join together to worship the Lord during this period of Lent.  The whole Lenten period is intended to be one of self-discipline.  During this time, we should consider our shortcomings, and make efforts to rectify them.  It is a time to repent, to grow in spirit, and purify our souls, minds and bodies.  It is a time to continue our spiritual journey joyfully with emphasis on fasting, private prayer, church attendance and preparation for the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ.
Lenten Sundays
In the Armenian Church all Sundays of Lent have meaningful names, which remind us of the various basic Christian truths to meditate upon during that Sunday and the whole week following.  Today is the third Sunday of Lent and is called the Sunday of the Prodigal Son.  It’s been said that some scholars refer to the fifteenth chapter of Luke as a great “lost and found” chapter. In this chapter, Jesus tells of the sheep that was lost and found, the coin that was lost and found, and, finally in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the son that was lost and found.  In each of these stories, the lost animal, thing, or person represents us, the sinner, who is lost in sin, without God.  All three parables teach us that God, with great joy, finds and forgives the lost and returns them to their rightful places.  In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, this role falls to the father who lost his younger son and when found, welcomes him back with a feast in his honor.  Please reflect on Luke 15-11-32.
Altar Curtains Closed

During Lent, the church changes its outward appearance.  As we enter church the most noticeable change we see is the black curtains which close off the altars.  There is a Lenten altar set up in the chancel, covered with black, and has a picture of the Crucifixion at the top.  This is to remind us that the sin of Adam and Eve caused the separation between God and Man.  Sin is what prevents us from truly enjoying God and being in His presence.
Prayers for the Sick (Der Voghormia) – Page 45 of the Divine Liturgy Book
Let us remember in our prayers and ask God’s Blessings for our parishioners who are ill at home, in a hospital or nursing home. Let us continue with our prayers for: 
Fran Annoreno
Ursula Bedrossian

Jim Bottala

Yn. Patricia Dagley

Agnes Eghoian

Edward Fromm

Jacob Hagopian
Fr. Vahram Hazarian

George Kazarian
Grace Klujian

Benjamin Manoyan

Josh Najarian Mendell, CA

Virginia Nazlaian

Harry Paloian
Tracy Russo

Lisa Schaffer

Alyce Schaffer

Harry Seraydarian

Sister Janet
Sam Sommese

Julie Tarpinian

Rose Tootooian

Marge Westover

Prayer Request                        
For those wishing to request Requiem Service (Hokehankisd,) special prayers or to enter a loved one’s name on the prayer list, please call the church office by Thursday of that week. Requiem may take place during the entire year (including Lent) except for the 5 Tabernacle Feast Days.

Nicene Creed
Together, we shall recite the Nicene Creed (The Profession of Our Faith) on pages 18-19 of the Divine Liturgy Book found in the pews.
Communion Note

Even though Holy Communion is not openly offered during Great Lent, communion may be received by making special arrangements with Fr. Aren.
Lenten Vigil Services
Evening services will be held on Friday nights (except March 6th and March 20th) and on 

Wednesday night, March 18th, following the Meechink Dinner.  During the service, 24 Prayers of St. Nersess Shnorhali are recited.  This is done by taking turns individually where each side of the church takes a turn reading.
“The Light of St. Gregory”

Our thanks to the Zakarian Family for taking the responsibility for the cost of keeping the “Light of St. Gregory” illuminated for the month of March.
Church & Home

The Diocese has just released the final edition of the “Church and Home” Resource CD.  Please, pick up a copy of this valuable CD, review it and share the various ways of how to use it in our parish.  Your input will be essential to the Diocese in planning future resources.    

Fellowship Hour

Following services, you are invited to the Fellowship Hour hosted by Helen & Michelle Babikian on behalf of the Women’s Guild.

Women’s Guild
The March monthly meeting will be held this afternoon following the Fellowship Hour. Scheduled events for the months ahead will be discussed.  All Church women are invited to join as a member and participate in the programs and activities of the Women’s Guild.  

The Saintly Women’s Day of the Midwest Region will take place at St. George Armenian Church, 1015 McAree Road, Waukegan, Illinois on Saturday, March 14, 2009 – Worship Service 10:00 a.m. This year, Shnorhavor of Paperet, a Christian widow will be honored.
Guest Speaker will be Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian.  Lunch: Adults - $15 – Children - $8.  Reservations a must!  If you are planning to attend, please submit your check payable to St. George Armenian Church to: Violet Koresian.  Flyers in the church vestibule.
Sunday School
This year’s Sunday School Lenten Drive will be for the benefit of two important causes:

              1.  Project Smile.  This surgical campaign was seeded with a gift from the


     Lenten Drive in 2007 and helps children born with cleft palates or cleft

                    lips.  These surgeries give such children a chance to live normal lives.  

                    Funds raised will help underwrite these operations, equipment and the

                    training of Armenian doctors in the latest surgical and therapy techniques.
                   2.  Anti-Malaria Bed Nets. (through the United Nations).  It has been estimated
                    that each year malaria kills more than a million people; 90 percent of those

                    who die are African children.  The U.N. is struggling to educate every family              
      how to use these completely preventable via insecticide-treated bed nets that 

                    are so necessary for families and individuals throughout the world.       

      Let us open our hearts and be generous with our Lenten gift for these two

                    causes.  A donation box and flyers are placed in the church vestibule.
Offering Envelopes Ready To Be Picked Up
If you have not picked up your box of 2009 Offering Envelopes we ask that you please do so today, and check your name off the list provided.  If you do not find a box with your name and would like to participate by contributing to St. Gregory through the envelope system, please contact Violet Koresian.  Your support is vital to cover the basic operating expenses of the Church.
When the Need Arises - Get in Touch With the Church Office 
Before making any preparations, in choosing date and time for Weddings and Baptisms, please be sure to contact our pastor, Fr. Aren Jebejian.   All Sacraments must be arranged at least three months ahead.  Other church related matters, such as hospital and home visitations and counseling, should also be made first with Fr. Aren.   In order to invite clergy from other churches, arrangements must be made through the church office.  
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, March 11
 Parish Council Meeting – 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 13
 Lenten Vigil Services – 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 14
 Saintly Women’s Day 

                                                              in honor of Shnarhavor of Papert 

                                                              St. George Armenian Church, Waukegan, IL

                                                              Flyers in the church vestibule
Sunday, March 15
 Sunday of the Steward 
                                
 Children’s Sermon

Wednesday, March 18
 Michink Dinner (Median Day of Lent)  6:30 p.m.
                                                       Donation: $10.00 per person -                   
                                                       Guest Lecturer:  Fr. Nersess Jebejian
                                       
 Parish Council Meeting – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 22
 Sunday of the Judge

Thursday, March 26
 Adult Catechism – Who or What is Holy Muron? 

Friday, March 27
 Lenten Vigil Services – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 29
 Sunday of the Advent
Thursday, April 2
 Women’s Guild Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 3
 Lenten Vigil Services – 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 5
 PALM SUNDAY

March 1 Attendance:   55

So try this fast during Great Lent:

                                                          Give up:  meat, “junk food,” hatred, anger, gossip.

                                                          Take up:  simple meatless dishes, humility

                                                           repentance, acts of kindness to the needy, forgiving 
                                                           others
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 Lections:    The Epistle Reading:  


                     The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 6:1-7:1 – Pages 165-166                                                                                            


                     The Gospel According to Luke 15:1-32                         – Pages 71-72                   


Readers:      Epistle:  Arnold Koresian          Gospel:  Michelle Babikian


Greeter:       Gregory Tootooian
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Phone(B)         (847) 673-7898	(H)  (773) 631-4786


e-mail:		 craigkor@comcast.net Babikian
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